
 

 

 

The Season of Easter 2025 
 

Saint James Lutheran Church – Johnston, Iowa 
We’re glad you’re here and hope you will come again! 

 

 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 All may make the sign of the cross. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen. 

 
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, 
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Water is poured into the font. 
Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a 
people your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in 
your name. Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one. 
 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers 
and give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your 
boundless love and cross barriers of our own making. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one. 
 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of 
believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 
waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one. 
 
Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by 
these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
the Crucified and Risen One. Amen. 
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Gathering Song 
April 26/27   #522 – As We Gather at Your Table 
May 3/4    #482 – I Come with Joy 
May 10/11   #531 – The Trumpet Sounds, the Angels Sing 
May 17/18   #834 – Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
May 24/25   #860 – I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me 
May 31/June 1  #385 – Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing 
 
Greeting The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
Glory to God 
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Prayer of the Day – see insert 
 
Children’s Sermon 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
Lesson(s) – see insert 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
Gospel– see insert 
Before: The Holy Gospel according to St Luke. Glory to You, O Lord. 
After: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day 
April 26/27   #374 – Day of Arising 
May 3/4    #389 – Christ is Alive, Let Christians Sing 
May 10/11   #939 – Touch That Soothes and Heals (bulletin page 11) 
May 17/18   #778 – The Lord’s My Shepherd 
May 24/25   #764 – Have No Fear, Little Flock  
May 31/June 1  #397 – Loving Spirit  
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The Creed 
Let us confess our shared faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession – see insert 
 
Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
Offering 
An offering is collected. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



7 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself 
to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, 
opened his arms to all. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
  
Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread. 
 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. We receive communion by intinction (i.e. 
dipping the wafer into the cup). Please use a little Purell on your hands before 
coming forward.  
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Communion Hymn # 
April 26/27   #629 – Abide with Me 
May 3/4    #496 – One Bread One Body 
May 10/11   #484 – You Satisify the Hungry Heart 
May 17/18   #465 – As the Grains of Wheat 
May 24/25   #966 – Loaves Were Broken… (bulletin page 12) 
May 31/June 1  #721 – Goodness is Stronger than Evil 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Announcments 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell 
of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded 
and weary world. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and 

Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG 
April 26/27   #391 – This Joyful Eastertide 
May 3/4    #625 – Come, We That Love the Lord 
May 10/11   #388 – Be Not Afraid 
May 17/18   #646 – The Peace of the Lord 
May 24/25   #535 – Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises  
May 31/June 1  #548 – Rise O Chruch, Like Christ Arisen  
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  



11 

  



12 

 

 


